might suffer from loss of nerve, lose interest in life and die
altogether!

The Baiga, says Elwin, do not believe that diseases are
due to natural causes, but to witchcraft or personal hostility.
"The Baiga has no conception of natural infection or conta-
gion."1   Is that also characteristic of Baiga culture ?   Does
everybody other than a Baiga have that knowledge ?    As a
matter of fact, nobody, nowhere and at no time was born
with the knowledge of infection and contagion. Everybody
who knows anything about them, learnt it from the indivi-
dual who first discovered it   And from the discoverer it
spread to other individuals, in course of time.   If, as Elwin
says, the Baiga had no conception of contagion, it only
means that the knowledge did not reach them at the time
he wrote, even as it did not reach millions of non-Baigas
earlier, or even now.   There was a time, not long ago when
none, not even the greatest scientist of the day, knew any-
thing of infection and contagion.   Since the discovery of
the knowledge, an increasing number of people are getting
to know of it.   And so will the Baiga, if they are not pre-
vented from doing so,   "Would Elwin withhold the know-
ledge because it was not part of the Baiga culture 1   Was it
part of any culture before its discovery?

Elwin is not however opposed to any change in the
Baiga culture being promoted by the civilised. He himself
makes a series of recommendations. He says that there is
wide scope for economic betterment but bewar or shifting
cultivation, should not be discouraged; special arrangements
might be made for the marketing of Baiga produce, but
without opening up of communications,2 For, communi-
cations while facilitating trade, also import new diseases.

L  Ibid, p. 360.

2.  Elwin, THE BAIGA. p. 511.
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